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Our Vision 
We have a vision of empowered fishing communities with sustainable 

livelihoods, where all live in a democratic and socially just environment. 

 

Our Mission 
Our mission is to facilitate mobilisation and organisation of fishing 

communities at the grassroots level, in order for communities to become 

empowered and capable of taking part in political and economic 

decision-making processes. This will facilitate good governance and 

enable fishing communities to secure their social, economic and political 

rights. Furthermore, our mission is to continue lobbying for and 

advocating coherent governmental policies that build on the principles 

of social, economic and environmental justice. 
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Message from the  

Chairpersons  

and the Director 

We are pleased to present our 2015 annual report. 

Our core work is in pursuance of social justice 
for small-scale fishers across South Africa.  

This we do through Masifundise, a Public Benefit 
Organisation (PBO) and Coastal Links South 
Africa, a mass movement of fishers. The two 
organisations are integrally linked, as explained 
in the section About Masifundise, below. 

Between January and December 2015, we 
focused on the following areas of work; 

 Lobbying for the presidential sign-off of the 

Amended Marine Living Resources Act, a 

prerequisite for the implementation of the 

Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF) policy. 

 Giving input on regulations that will govern 

the SSF policy implementation process. 

 Campaigning for fair and just allocations to 

communities instead of the flawed Interim 

Relief process. 

 Starting a process that would lead to job 

creation and skills development in more than 

20 fishing communities around the country. 

 Building and consolidating Coastal Links SA. 

 Organising in the Fresh Water fishing sector 

for the first time. 

 Vigorously promoting efforts towards 

environmental sustainability. 

We made progress in all these areas of work. As 

in the past, we operate in an environment that 

also presents many obstacles such as illegal 

fishing, government bureaucracy, climate change, 

the pollution of our oceans and corporate greed.  

Our financial constraints of 2014 were substantially 

eased as we entered into funding relationships 

with the European Union and other donors.  

We wish to express our gratitude for the individual 

and collective efforts of the Masifundise staff, the 

leadership and membership of Coastal Links 

South Africa and our long-term partners. They 

worked together well to ensure further progress. 

Monelo George Bongo,  
Chairperson Masifundise Development Trust 

Naseegh Jaffer,  
Director, Masifundise Development Trust 

Christian Adams,  
Chairperson, Coastal Links South Africa 
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About  

Masifundise   

Coastal Links SA 
 
 

a) History 
Masifundise is an organisation founded in 1980 to provide adult educational opportunities for 

oppressed people in the Western Cape. When apartheid ended, this role became redundant. Over time, 

Masifundise turned its attention to the small-scale fisheries sector. It helped set up Coastal Links, a 

mass based-organisation that provides the organisational platform through which small-scale fishers 

pursue their aspirations. Masifundise is an affiliate of the Trust For Community Outreach and 

Education. 

 

b) Structure 
Masifundise is a registered PBO with an 18-member Board of Trustees and 12 members of staff. The 

staff team is headed by a Director and includes a senior programme manager, a finance manager, 

programme managers for Organisation and Community Building and Research and Advocacy, two 

finance and administrative support workers, three field workers,  a communication consultant and an 

information officer. All local area work is done by Coastal Links leadership who are supported by a 

dedicated staff member located in each province. A majority of trustees – twelve – are elected from 

the Coastal Links membership. The remainder is made up of people with a track record of community 

activism and who have particular skills sets required by the organisation. 

Masifundise Board members at the 2015 Annual General Meeting 
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c) Relationship with Coastal Links  
Masifundise is a PBO and Coastal Links is a mass-based organisation, working as a single entity. 

Masifundise was central to the establishment of Coastal Links in 2003. Since then the two have 

developed a mutually dependent relationship. Masifundise provides the technical capacity, staff and 

networks critical for the survival and growth of Coastal Links while the latter brings to the table life 

experiences and the voice of fishing communities, without which Masifundise’s work would be greatly 

diminished. They operate under one discipline and at the 2013 AGM, it was agreed that Masifundise 

takes on the role of the secretariat and organisational centre of Coastal Links. 

 

d) Strategy and Goals 
The very basis of our work is rooted in the educational philosophy, which builds on our long history 

of facilitating empowerment through awareness and consciousness-raising at individual and 

community level. It is centred on a human rights-based approach to development, which has evolved 

from South Africa’s long history of struggle for democracy. Dialogue with the community –through 

which we develop insight into cultural practices, challenges and their histories – enable us to 

supervise field staff and extend our programme. The advocacy of progressive legislation for small-

scale fishers is a key element of our strategy. Others are the integration of initiatives around HIV/Aids, 

youth and women development and gender equality into our programme work. 

 

e) Funding and Finances 
Masifundise has had completed external audits since it registered as an NGO in 2004. The financial 

reports reflect a well-managed organisation, with no evidence of irregularities. A financial statement 

for 2015, which is extracted from the external financial audit, is included at the end of this annual 

report. In 2015, Coastal Links members began contributing membership fees for the first time. 
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A wall mural outside the Masifundise and Coastal  
Links headquarters in Mowbray, Cape Town 
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RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY ARE IMPORTANT elements of our overall programme. 2015 

saw substantial work in these areas. 

With regard to research, Masifundise and CLSA work with the World Forum of Fisher 

Peoples and a number of other international groups on various projects. They include The 

International Collective on Small-Scale Fishing (ICSF), the Transnational Institute (TNI) 

and the Food First Information and Action Network (FIAN). In South Africa, our partners 

include the Legal Resources Centre (LRC), the University of Western Cape based Institute for 

Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) and the Environmental Education Unit (EEU) 

at the University of Cape Town. 

 

Research 

AGROECOLOGY AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY 

As part of the strategy of strengthening international alliances, our research on Agroecology and Food 

Sovereignty became more prominent in 2015. Together with TNI, we have explored what these practices 

mean in the context of small-scale fisheries and ways it can be used to build stronger alliances. We 

published a policy brief document on Agro-ecology and Food Sovereignty coupled with concrete 

activities - joint public meetings at the 2015 World Social Forum and at COP21 in Paris. In this way, we 

have applied our research to sensitise WFFP members to the importance of Food Sovereignty and to 

strengthen alliances with support organisations and other social movements. 

OCEAN GRABBING 

We have also continued our research on Ocean Grabbing, with a particular focus on Rights Based 

Fishing and Inland Fisheries. A critical area of this research has addressed the tendency of several neo-

liberal actors as well as politically 'neutral' institutions to adapt their language to our human rights 

rooted language in an attempt to convince fisher movements that privatisation models can work for 

small-scale fisheries. We know from experience and research that privatisation models can never 

address livelihood needs of fishers and deny them basic rights as enshrined in the UN Human Rights 

Declaration. 

The outcome of this research is captured in an article that has been shared with all the WFFP 

members and many other fisher movements across the world: 

www.worldfishers.org/2015/04/28/human-rights-vs-right-based-fishing-the-ideological-

battleground-in-siem-reap/  

 

Research 

Advocacy 
& 

http://www.worldfishers.org/2015/04/28/human-rights-vs-right-based-fishing-the-ideological-battleground-in-siem-reap/
http://www.worldfishers.org/2015/04/28/human-rights-vs-right-based-fishing-the-ideological-battleground-in-siem-reap/
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Advocacy 
In 2015, our advocacy work centred mainly on the following; 

 Pressing for the implementation of the small-scale fisheries policy 

 Mitigating the destructive effects of the Interim Relief system 

 Strengthening our work around gender equity 

 Promoting spatial planning to advance the protection of ecosystems and the marine 

environment. 

 

SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES POLICY 

In 2005 the government adopted long-term fishing policies that made no provision for small-scale 

fishers. Masifundise, Coastal Links, the Artisanal Fishers Association of South Africa and the Legal 

Resources Centre took the matter to the Equality Court. The court ordered the government to develop a 

policy that includes small-scale fishers and that an interim relief package is extended while this was 

being done. Masifundise and Coastal Links engaged in wide-ranging advocacy initiatives during this 

period and afterwards. In 2012, the policy was finally adopted by the national Cabinet. The majority of 

its contents had been proposed by Masifundise, Coastal Links and partners. 

Benefits of the new policy include the following: 

 The formal, legal recognition of artisanal and customary fishing communities, for the first 

time. 

 A move to collective fishing rights, away from the individual quota system that excluded 

the majority. 

 The demarcation of preferential fishing zones for small scale fishers, where they will be 

able to harvest or catch certain species throughout the year. The potential for ongoing 

sustainable income will be considerably enhanced. These zones will be out of bounds for 

big commercial fishing companies. 

 Clear benefits for women in fishing communities, from both fishing and value chain 

involvement. 

 Women will be able to actively take part in fishing activities and participate in the 

management and regulatory systems at local and national level. 

 Improved marine resource co-management that will contribute to environmental 

sustainability. 

The struggle of small-scale fishers for human rights and dignity took a big step forward in November 

2013 when parliament adopted the Amended Marine Living Resources Act. 

The Bill first went through the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Fisheries in October, where 

national and provincial Coastal Links members and Masifundise representatives made powerful 

submissions.  

In 2014 the Bill went through the National Council of Provinces. It was due to be finally promulgated 

in early 2016. 

The collective rights approach will promote co-operation, instead of the destructive individualism that 

has marked the system up to now. The communities will have to set up a legal entity through which 

rights will be allocated and skills development facilitated. 
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Registering as a group will place fishing communities in a position to get access to capital with which 

they can acquire better equipment, fishing gear and holding facilities. Fishers can use their collective 

strength to access improved prices and markets. Once they have established a legal entity (whatever 

its form), members will be in a position to quality for UIF, join medical schemes and benefit from skills 

training programmes. 

All these developments are especially relevant for women, since they are being included in these 

processes for the first time. 

 

INTERIM RELIEF 

This system was introduced while the Small-Scale Fisheries Policy was developed. This was meant to 

take two years but the slow pace of the process meant that this phase is now in its tenth year. The 

Interim Relief dispensation has been compromised by mismanagement, political manipulation and 

corruption and inherently promoted destructive competitiveness and divisions in the community. 

After ten years, it has taken a serious toll on community relationships and put the brake on the 

economic advancement of small-scale fishers. 

During 2015, MDT and CLSA lobbied government and other stakeholders about the effects of the 

system.  

 

GENDER EQUITY 

MDT and CLSA have mainstreamed gender issues within the organisations. Women are well 

represented in the structures and ongoing emphasis is placed on the gender equity imperatives as 

prescribed by the SSF policy. Women’s exchanges and forums are held from time to time and in 

Buffeljagsbaai in the Western Cape, an alikreukel fishery was established, mainly for the benefit of 

women. The issue of tenure, as applied to women, has come under the spotlight at various MDT and 

CLSA forums. 

 

Pics L-R: The Women on Farms march in early 2015, Coastal Links 
members at a regional AGM in Dwesa on the Transkei coast, 
Delegates at a tenure workshop in June 2015. 
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Building  

Organisation 
 

 
BUILDING ORGANISATION is a key element of 

the work of both Masifundise and Coastal Links 

South Africa. The work is underpinned by the 

central ideas of protecting and advancing the 

livelihoods of small-scale fishers, pursuing social 

justice for their communities and promoting 

their cultural fishing practices.  

Principles of solidarity, unity and knowledge 

exchange are central to the organisational work. 

Masifundise is led by a Trust and a staff of 15, 

headed up by a director. Coastal Links has 

national, provincial, sub-regional and branch 

structures. 

AGM 

The combined Masifundise Development Trust and 

Coastal Links South Africa Annual General (AGM) 

Meeting was held in Cape Town in June 2015. It was 

attended by more than 100 fisher delegates from 

across the country. The AGM resolved on a number 

of issues, mainly related to the implementation of 

the small-scale fisheries policy; 

These included plans to create greater awareness 

and knowledge around Community Based legal 

entities so as to empower communities, to build 

job opportunities, promote skills development in 

fishing communities and enhance safety for 

fishers.  

NATIONAL LEVEL WORKSHOP 

More than 70 representatives from across the 

country gathered in Cape Town from 7 to 11 June 

2015, to discuss the critical issue of tenure at a 

week-long workshop, organised by Masifundise 

and the Trust for Community Outreach and 

Coastal Links members from all four provinces 
at Hout Bay Harbour in June 2015 

PAGE 10 
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Education.  The objective of this workshop was 

the increased use of the Voluntary Guidelines on 

the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, 

Fisheries and Forests among grassroots 

movements in South Africa. Participants came 

from the fishing, agricultural and forestry sectors.  

Secure and equitable tenure lies at the heart of the 

human rights of small-scale fishing communities, 

small-scale farmers, peasants, indigenous peoples 

and local communities who depend on their access 

to land and other natural resources for their food 

security and livelihoods.  Tenure defines people’s 

relationships with land, marine and other natural 

resources. Here follows an extract from the 

declaration that was adopted. 

We, women and men who are the historical users 

and caretakers of the Commons, have a particular 

relationship with the land, forests, oceans and 

waters of our territories upon which we depend  for  

our  lives  and  livelihoods. Through our interaction 

with the Commons we have developed our diverse 

cultures, knowledge and tenure systems.  We have 

fed ourselves and our communities and continue to 

do so as well as provide food and nourishment for the 

communities around us. We did this despite the 

onslaught of corporate production methods. We 

acknowledge the interdependence and indivisibility 

of human life with that of natural life, respecting 

the rights of humans and nature in this 

relationship. We note that this interrelationship 

between our well-being with that of natural 

biodiversity demands an approach to the use, care 

and governance of tenure that will protect the 

Commons both for us and for future generations. 

The gathering committed to a series of broad 

strategies and actions to fight for human rights in 

the sectors. These included solidarity work, 

building strong organisations, strengthening 

awareness, and so forth. 

 

 

 

 

BASELINE SURVEY 

In the latter half of 2015, a service provider was 

contracted to conduct a baseline survey aimed at 

gathering information on the small-scale fishing 

sector. The survey was completed and a report 

submitted. The information is both quantitative 

(number of fisher people) and qualitative (the 

skills, knowledge and capacity of both local 

fishers and government officials). 

PROVINCIAL WORKSHOPS 

Eight provincial workshops were held during the 

second half of 2015, two in each province where 

Masifundise and Coastal Links have a presence. 

These are Western, Eastern and Northern Cape 

and KwazuluNatal. 

Preparing communities for policy implementation 

was the main focus of the provincial meetings. 

This included registration of fishers, identification 

of species that should form part of the basket of 

species to be harvested under the policy and the 

form of the community based legal entity as 

envisaged under the policy. 

COMMUNITY SKILLS TRAININGS 

287 training sessions were held in the 20 fishing 

communities across the four coastal provinces. 

The trainings focused primarily on the type of 

legal entity under which communities should 

organise themselves when exercising their 

fishing rights under the small scale fishing policy. 

Different formats were looked at, including co-

operatives, which the Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries, prefers. MDT and CLSA’s 

position is that the structure should be determined 

by the unique needs of each community. 

The training sessions gave fishers knowledge on 

types of legal entities as well as information on how 

verification and registration processes will work. 

  

LEFT: Eastern Cape 
delegates at a 
national level 
workshop in Cape 
Town. 

RIGHT: Delegates 
in high spirits at 
the  
June 2015 tenure 
workshop 
 PAGE 11 



A N N U A L   R E P O R T   2 0 1 5 

PAGE 12 

ROUNDTABLE MEETING 

A Roundtable meeting was convened on September 

21, 2015 at Belmont Square, Rondebosch in Cape 

Town to look at the progress of the small-scale 

fisheries policy roll-out plan. 

The meeting was attended by fishers from the four 

coastal provinces, Masifundise staff and board 

members, Director and Deputy Director of the Small 

Scale Fisheries Directorate within DAFF, Fish Africa-

Kenya and our associates from the University of the 

Western Cape and University of Cape Town.   

The discussion dealt with matters relating to 

setting up Community Based Legal entities to post 

harvesting processes. The meeting provided a good 

opportunity for positive exchanges between DAFF 

and fishers. 

 STAFF MEETINGS 

Six staff meetings were held during 2015. The 

meetings have been critical in ensuring that the 

whole team stays abreast of what is happening in 

the organisation and what is expected of each 

member. Numerous one on one meetings with 

the director took place during 2015 to look at 

specific work areas. 

TELECONFERENCES 

33 teleconferences were convened in 2015. They 

were used for information sharing, planning, 

interaction between fishers from different towns 

and coordination purposes between project staff. 

WORKING WITH STAKEHOLDERS 

There was an improvement in the relationship 

with government structures. Various government 

officials participated in workshops, seminars or  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

roundtable meetings convened by Masifundise 

and Coastal Links. The University of the Western 

Cape and University of Cape Town have been 

central in the capacity building component of our 

work.  

The Legal Resources Centre has been critical in 

unpacking the various forms of community 

based legal entities open to communities. They 

have attended some of our community trainings 

with the view to engaging and capacitating 

communities on their options. They have also 

worked closely with us in developing the training 

manual on legal entities. 

FRESH WATER FISHING 

Masifundise and CLA took its first foray into the 

world of fresh water fishing during 2015. 

Masifundise staff members visited the Vander 

Kloof Dam in the Northern Cape on at least four 

occasions in the year to be part of a planned 

government experimentation project on the Dam. 

Masifundise first ventured into inland fisheries 

when they were invited by the Rural Fisheries 

Programme of the Department of Ichthyology and 

Fisheries Science at Rhodes University to work 

with the fishers. 

The Rural Fisheries Programme is contracted by 

the Northern Cape Government to set up a fisheries 

project at the dam to help the communities living 

around and who are dependent on the dam, to 

become self-sustaining and to work towards 

sustainable livelihoods. 

Much of Masifundise’s work is aimed at setting up 

representative community structures of small-

scale fishers, participating in stakeholder meetings 

and sharing information

Discussions at a National Workshop  
in Cape Town 

Fishers from the Eastern 
Cape, with abalone 
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Information 

Awareness
Masifundise and Coastal Links SA have continued 

to strengthen communication efforts, since a unit 

was established at the beginning of 2013. During 

2015, the communication outreach stretched 

across a variety of platforms including social, 

electronic, print and community media. 

An electronic newsletter, The Hook, which 

started in 2013, was published each week 

during 2015, reaching more than 400 recipients. 

Four or five articles are included each week, 

covering various aspects of the small-scale 

fisheries sector. 

Two editions of FishersNet were produced 

during the year – one in July and the second in 

December. The eight page publications are 

published in English, Afrikaans, Xhosa and Zulu 

with a print run of 10 000 copies. The content is 

varied and diverse and attempts are ongoing to 

make the newsletter more accessible and user 

friendly. 

The social media footprint increases all the 

time. By the end of the year, the FB site had over 

600 likes. The twitter following is 280. The 

electronic newsletter and other information are 

shared on these sites regularly and elicit comment. 

Our website www.masifundise.org.za was 

updated regularly with current information and 

upcoming events. The Website has a live feed 

link to our twitter account. 

Masifundise and Coastal Links entered into a 

contract with the European Union in April 2015. 

It entails job creation and skills development in 

20 fishing communities. There is a strong 

communication component. The project is 

accompanied by a communication and visibility 

plan which guides the media work. The 

communication team has added the EU logo in its 

communication material. These include website, 

social media, vehicle, banners, publications and 

pens. All these are present at events to increase 

the visibility of the organisation. 

During 2015 work was done on a Handbook that 

explains how Community Based legal entities 

work. Content was also prepared for a best 

practices video on co-operatives. It is set in 

Doringbaai on the West Coast, where there are 

several co-operatives in operation. 

Masifundise and Coastal Links leaders and 

members participated in interviews on 

community and commercial radio during 2015. 

& 

Masifundise staff Yazini Kona and Nomonde 
Mbuyne show some of the publications 
produced during 2015 

http://www.masifundise.org.za/
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  Legal Advocacy 
 

In 2015, the Legal Resources Centre continued its work on behalf of MDT and 
Coastal Links and the small-scale fishers along the coast. 

 

Langebaan: The case challenging the decision to 

impose conditions on the net fishers that prohibit 

their fishing in Zone B was launched in July 2013 

against DAFF, DEA and SanParks. The fishers 

argue, amongst other things, that the decision 

was irrational and unlawful because it is not 

based on scientific evidence. The departments 

repeatedly caused serious delays in moving the 

case forward and the fishers had to compel them 

with court orders first to file the record of their 

decision, and then to file answering papers. They 

finally filed those papers in December 2014. The 

matter is still pending. 

Dwesa-Cwebe: This matter is an appeal of the 

Magistrate’s Court judgement of 2012 that 

found three local fishers guilty of unlawfully 

attempting to fish in a Marine Protected Area. 

Concurrently, the local communities launched 

a review of the decision of the Minister, in 

2000, to declare Dwesa-Cwebe a no-take MPA 

without any consultation with the local 

communities who have land and fishing rights. 

The communities argue that they have 

customary rights to the resource that not only  

means that they do not fish there unlawfully, 

but that their rights to do so should be recognised 

and protected. They argue that, if the MLRA 

purports to extinguish their customary fishing 

rights, it is unconstitutional. The matter is also 

against DEA and DAFF. Again, they caused 

serious delays but finally provided pleadings 

earlier in 2015. The fishers filed their replying 

papers and the appeal and review was set down 

for 14 August 2015 in the Mthatha High Court. In 

a judgement at the beginning of 2016, the 

Eastern Cape High Court found that the 

declaration of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), 

previously done in terms of the Marine Living 

Resources Act (MLRA), does not extinguish the 

exercise of the customary rights of access of 

coastal communities to their marine resources. 

The court accepted that decades of removals and 

regulations had prevented the fishers from 

exercising their customary rights, but disagreed 

that this made the fishers’ actions lawful. 

The fishers believe there is evidence that the 

court glossed over and intend to appeal the 

judgement. 

Fishers in Dwesa Cwebe Fishers on the West Coast 
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Global  
 

 

 

 

 

2015 WAS A YEAR OF CONVERGING and strengthening international alliances and solidarity. In an 

era where fisher people across the world continue to face evictions from their lands and access to fish 

resources, Masifundise and Coastal Links have taken new steps in the struggle for justice and human 

rights. It has become abundantly clear that this struggle requires for fisher people to join forces with 

other small-scale food producers and the urban poor in order to confront the political and economic 

elites.  

As the International Secretariat of the World Forum of Fisher Peoples, we paved the way for 

international alliance building on several fronts. At the annual meeting of the Civil Society Committee 

(CSM) to the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS), Naseegh Jaffer was elected to the CMS 

Coordinating Committee as a fisher-folk representative for the period 2015 to 2017. The CSM is the 

largest international mechanism of civil society organisations (CSOs) seeking to influence agriculture, 

food security and nutrition policies. 

We are also represented on the Facilitating Committee of the International Planning Committee for 

Food Sovereignty (IPC). The IPC is the world’s largest Alliance of small-scale food producers, peasant 

family farmers, artisanal fisher folks, pastoralists, nomads, indigenous peoples and indigenous 

organisations, the landless, urban producers and rural workers. 

The significance of our contributions at these two platforms – the CSM and IPC – not only places small-

scale fisheries on the global agenda, it also strengthens the alliances and political influence. As part of 

our work, we have succeeded in informing the United Nations position and work on the 

Links 
 

Pakistani fishers during a mass protest 
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implementation of human rights instruments including the International Guidelines on Securing 

Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries. A couple of the successes in 2015 includes the securing of funding 

from the UN system for a series of national and regional workshops on the implementation of the 

Small-scale Fishery Guidelines, and placing small-scale fisheries at the agenda of the global Food 

Sovereignty meeting in Nyéléni, Mali in February 2015.  

Led by the Coastal Links national chair, Christian Adams, we have also contributed to the 

strengthening of alliances with the world's smalls-scale food producers at other platforms. In Tunis, 

March 2015, we co-hosted a three day Global Convergence on Land and Water Struggles at the 2015 

World Social Forum. The meeting was attended by hundreds of participants many of whom gave 

testimonies on human rights violations and injustices inflicted by neo-liberal policies. Christian Adams 

firmly placed Coastal Links on the map, when he spoke out against the Marine Protected Areas in South 

Africa and explained how people are denied their customary and traditional rights and are being 

criminalised by the system. 

As the International Secretariat of the WFFP, we also played a key role at the civil society meetings of 

the United National Climate Change Congress in Paris in December. Together with the World Forum 

of Fish Harvesters and Fish Workers (the other global fisher movement), Afrika Kontakt, TNI, FIAN 

International and Focus on the Global South we hosted a public meeting attended by over hundred 

people. With the title “Blue Carbon – a false solution”, fisher leaders from across the world informed 

the audience of the negative consequences of carbon trading mechanisms and strongly expressed a 

need for a paradigm shift of the UN Climate Change negotiations.  

Two days after the Blue Carbon meeting, we co-hosted another public meeting in Paris, the Global 

Convergence on Land and Water Struggles. Attended by some 250 people, the messages of the meeting 

echoed those of the Blue Carbon meeting, but this time amplified by the voices of La Via Campesina 

and many other social movements. In one of the closing statements, Herman Kumara from Sri Lanka 

and a WFFP leader emphasised that “we have to fight the evils of capitalism and one of our tools in 

this fight is the International Guidelines on Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries” 

The annual Coordinating Committee (CC) meeting of the World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP) was 

held in Pondicherry, India on 16-18 July 2015.  

Naseegh Jaffer, Director of Masifundise, is the secretary of the WFFP. The following key issues came 

under the spotlight: The WFFP Constitution, Marketing and Awareness, Ocean Grabbing, Agroecology 

and strategic planning. That Indigenous people should have a permanent seat at the CC. It was agreed 

that Thailand would host the 2016 meeting.  
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The co-chair of the World Forum of 
Fisher Peoples, Mohamed Ali Shah, 
leads a protest in Pakistan. 

CLSA chairperson Christian 
Adams at Cop21 in Paris, France 
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Conclusion 

 

MDT and CLSA continued to pursue its mandate during the year in question. The completion of 

legislative processes gives cause for optimism. However, experience shows that the implementation 

of the SSF policy will not be without obstacles. MDT and CLSA is determined to work with all 

stakeholders to ensure that the policy is implemented in as short a period possible with maximum 

benefit to small-scale fishers around the country. 
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MASIFUNDISE DEVELOPMENT TRUST 
(REGISTRATION NO. IT159/2004)  

DETAILED INCOME STATEMENT - UNAUDITED 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 

Gross revenue  8,240,626  8,279,024 

Trust for Community Outreach and Education 300,000  460,000 
Donors Regional  7,581,159  7,418,097 
     

Afrika Kontakt 1  106,013  594,708 
Afrika Kontakt 2  1,490,363  1,690,846 
Danida  -  819,253 
SSNC - Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 1,917,128  2,178,668 
Reincorpfish  291,370  370,456 
Hivos  125,000  125,000 
EU  2,994,859   
FIAN  164,449   
FAO  411,978   
Rosa Luxemburg  80,000   
The Lighthouse Foundation  -  64,899 
Norad  -  1,191,474 
CIDA  -  283,918 
Umvertelein  -  98,875 
     

Interest received  145,082  117,496 
Foreign exchange gain  5,254  11,808 
Other income  209,131  271,623 
     

Interest paid  (4,061)  (351) 

Operating expenses  (8,378,810)  (8,064,433) 

Audit fees  80,370  105,187 
Administration staff costs  1,390,029  1,235,752 
Advocacy & Research  1,650,237  1,147,767 
Bad debts expense  9,090  - 
Bank charges  36,305  30,368 
Catering and cleaning  13,073  23,448 
Communication  75,213  35,940 
Depreciation  271,017  274,775 
Impairment of investment  -  8,383 
Information and resource development 556,069  329,829 
Institutional development  87,016  21,200 
Insurance  194,377  167,271 
Loss on disposal of fixed assets  24,461  11,476 
Municipal charges  27,312  32,260 
Organisational building  3,675,818  4,360,702 
Repairs and maintenance  255,143  213,171 
Security  26,046  20,089 
Sundry Expenses  7,235  10,052 
Telephone and fax  -  36,763 
     
     

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year  (142,245)  214,240 

*Trust for Community Outreach and Education (TCOE) applies for donor funding on behalf of a number of 
entities which includes Masifundise. On receipt of the funding TCOE allocates the funding to the appropriate 
entities as agreed in the donor agreement. 

2015 2014 
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Masifundise and Coastal Links  
headquarters in Mowbray, Cape Town 

abu 
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MASIFUNDISE DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

1 Station Road, Mowbray 7700 

Cape Town, South Africa 

P.O. Box 13012 Mowbray 7705 

Cape Town, South Africa 

Tel: +27 (0)21 685 4549 

Fax: +27 (0)21 685 3816 

Email: info@masifundise.org.za 

www.masifundise.org.za 


